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to the Subedari of Patna 'Azimabad.1 This was a move to
conciliate Nizamu'1-Mulk and accept the inevitable.
Reaching the neighbourhood of Haiderabad, Nizamu'l-
Mulk made overtures to his rival in order to avoid blood-
shed. He pitched his tent in Gosha Mahal and continued
to negotiate and ultimately succeeded in inducing Khwaja
Ahmed Khan, by his tact, kindness and courage to give up
resistance. In his negotiations he gave much consolation,
assurance of favour and friendly advice. When Khwaja Ahmed
Khan, deeming his cause lost, came to terms, Nizamu'l-
Mulk in his usual chivalrous manner, treated him with
the greatest possible consideration. He was given the title
ofShahamatJang, with the rank of 5,000 zat, 2,000 horse, and
was given a Jagir in the Subah of Haiderabad without obli-
gation of any service and a free gift of all his father's movable
property. His brother Khwaja Mahmud Khan was also
honoured with the title of Mubariz Khan. Other members of
Mubariz Khan's family were also treated with consideration,
and honours were accorded them in order to aHay their dis-
content as far as was humanly possible and politically expedient.
While Nizamu'1-Mulk was on his way back to the Deccan
from the Imperial Court, Sarbuland Khan had been appointed
to supersede Hamid Khan in Gujerat. Till the arrival of
Sarbuland Khan in Gujerat, Shuja/at Khan, one of the
creatures of Haider Quli Khan, received a royal patent as
his deputy governor. Shujacat Khan informed Hamid Khan
of the Imperial patent he had received from Delhi and asked
him to quit the fortress of Bhadar, which he was then occu-
pying. Shuja'at Khan started making new appointments to
key positions of the provincial administration. He filled all
the posts of kotwals, faujdars and thanedars with men of his
own choice. When Hamid Khan realized the gravity of this
new political development, he asked permission from the
deputy-governor to allow him (Hamid Khan) to remain in
Gujerat till the termination of the rainy season as it would be
highly inconvenient for him to undertake a long journey
during that time of the year. But Shuja'at Khan refused
to give him this permission on political grounds and started
making military preparations for his forcible ejection from
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